Philosophy

There is a certain attraction about the word ‘philosophy’. The very sound of the word
cajoles or coaxes us to believe that in the pursuit of philosophy we will discover the
answers to life. The word ‘philosophy’ persuades us that the mysteries and riddles of
the Universe, and our place within the Universe, will be solved. Philosophy, with its
alluring ring and association with ‘great thinkers’ of the past, beckons us into its
chamber of discovery. But the path of human philosophy is a labyrinth or maze
temptingly enticing us with its many paths of new ‘ideas’, but leaving us ignorant of the
answers we seek.

The word philosophy simply refers the study of the knowledge of ‘reality’ or our
‘being/existence’. Why are we who we are? Why are we here? What is the meaning
and purpose of life? Does God exist? Does truth exist? Philosophers through the
centuries have searched to discover the answer to such questions. Their answers are
as diverse and confusing as a maze! If God does exist, and has left us unaided in our
attempts to solve the riddles of the Universe, then human philosophy is a futile
enterprise. How can the ‘creature’ understand its ‘Creator’?

The words of Deuteronomy

29:29 can alone unlock the answers for which the human heart craves. It says, “The
secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things He has revealed belong to
us and to our children forever”. We are not capable of understanding some things
about our existence. For example, ‘How did God arrive on the scene”? lies beyond our
intelligence. Itis God’s ‘secret’. But God has ‘revealed’ in His Word what we need to
know to understand our existence, our relationship with Him, and our moral
responsibilities to follow His paths. Itis in God’s revealed paths that we will discover
the true philosophy of living.
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