Contradiction

Will Christians be judged by Christ after their death? In response to that question let me
guote John 5:24. In this verse Jesus says, "l tell you the truth, whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned (RSV ‘does
not come into judgement); he has crossed over from death to life.” Let me quote
Scripture again supporting the previous text. Paul says in Ephesians 2:8-9, Foritis by
grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.” It is clear from these verses that
Christians will not be ‘judged’; salvation is ‘not by works’ but is given to those who
‘believe’.

Let me ask the question again, ‘Will Christians be judged by Christ after their death’?
Again, let me quote from Scripture. The Apostle John says in 1John 3:14, “We know
that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who
does not love remains in death.” In John 5:24, John says we pass from death to life by
‘believing’. In 1 John 5:24, he says we pass from death to life by loving the ‘brothers’
(ie., the church). In other words, our transition to a state of salvation (and non
judgement) is dependant upon our love/actions/works. The Apostle Peter says the same
in 2 Peter 1:5-10.

Is there then a contradiction expressed in Scripture as to the question of our judgement
- on the one hand there is no judgement for those who ‘believe’; on the other hand there
is no judgement for those who ‘love’? On the surface there is a contradiction, but in
reality, there is none! Salvation, and a state of non judgement, is by ‘grace’ through faith
(believing), but such ‘believing’ in the New Testament is never mere intellectual assent,
it is the wholehearted surrender of our life in obedience to Christ. James says,” faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”(James 1:17) We will all be judged; and
that judgement will sift if our faith was merely ‘intellectual’ or ‘inexhaustible’ in its
commitment.
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